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made McPherson breast Polk; Schofield face Hardee's
intended lines, and Thomas take care of Hood. Thus we
were holding the outer or enveloping lines, all in the midst
of forest land exceedingly rough and wild. Thomas had
not men enough to fill his line and cover half of Hood's
front Stanley, of Howard's Corps, held the left. He put
much cannon on convenient knolls and had as large reserves
as he could spare; but either the indomitable Hood or the
wary Johnston had discovered the weakness of our left, so
that about 3 P. M. the masses of Hood came pouring, like
mountain torrents, upon Stanley and far beyond the reach
of his rifles and the stayirig force of his artillery. Word
came, " Stanley's left is turned." And so instantly Howard
rode to a group of mounted officers. Here were Hooker,
Thomas and Sherman together. " What is it, Howard ?"
asked Thomas anxiously. "1 want a division at once for
my left." "General Hooker will give you one." '"Yes,"
said Hooker, " Williams' Division is right there." Colonel
Morgan, of Howard's staff, in less than five minutes was
guiding Williams,' brave men in quick time, to the threat-
ened flank. In less than fifteen minutes Hood's masses
were running back for cover to his fortified ground. This
was the crisis. Prompt action and fearless men saved the
left from impending disaster."

The Union armies pressed forward as rapidly as pos-
sible, along roads on which the dust Jay a foot deep. The
heat was intense and the men suffered greatly. On the
afternoon of the i/th the advance guards struck the rear
guard of the enemy at Adairsville, and. had a sharp skir-
mish. Here, between 4 and 5 P. M., Howard and Newton
with their respective staffs, all mounted, were watching
from elevated ground, Newton's skirmish line, as it joined
fire with Johnston's rearguard. '" Musketry was lively,"                 'TO*
